
Events: Your first lesson in JavaScript 
Goal: Run your first JavaScript function. 

Requirements: A basic understanding of HTML. (It’s confusing to learn HTML and JavaScript at the same time.) 

1. Code Statements 

• JavaScript code is made up of statements—commands that tell your web browser to do something. 

alert("Hi there!"); 

• Each statement ends with a semicolon (;). Semicolons aren’t required, but every serious programmer uses them. 

• You can split a statement over multiple lines, as long as you end with the semicolon. 

alert( 
"Hi there!"); 

2. Comments 

• When you see a statement that starts with two forward slashes, it’s a comment that JavaScript ignores. 

// I don't do anything at all! 

3. Blocks and Functions 

• Braces are used to group together a series of code statements. You group statements together to make a function. 

function ShowMessage() { 
    alert("Hi there!"); 
} 

• Every function has a name, which appears after function and before the brackets. This function is ShowMessage. 

Connecting an Event 

• JavaScript uses events to tell you when something happens. 

• To use an event: 
1. Put some code in a function (like the ShowMessage function). 
2. Find the element that has the event you want. For example, if you want your code to run when someone clicks a 

button, use the <button> element. 
3. Add the right event attribute to your element (like onclick). 

 

If you have a button like this: 

<button>Click Me</button> 

And you want the onclick event to trigger the ShowMessage() function, you do this: 

<button onclick="ShowMessage()">Click Me</button> 

 

 

CodePen example: https://codepen.io/prosetech/details/QRLXap 

Questions for students: 

• Can you see the code inside the function?  

• Can you find the HTML for the <button> element?  

• Do you see the attribute that connects the button to the function?  

Tasks for students: 

• Change the message in the alert box. You can make it nicer or more obnoxious. 

• Unwire the event. In other words, make it so clicking the button does nothing. 

• Wire up a different element. Make it so that clicking the <h1> element (the heading) triggers the code that 
shows the alert box. You can use the same onclick event. 

https://codepen.io/prosetech/details/QRLXap

